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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

2. Figure 1 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only 
that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1 , 3-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Matthews et al (6,784,855) in view of Zavracky et al (6,121,950). 
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Regarding Claim 1 , Matthews et al teaches an apparatus for controlling 
switching between a portable device and a docking station (Figures 1-4), comprising: a 
detection device for generating an installation correctness signal when the portable 
device is correctly mounted on the docking station (Figures 1-4; Column 3, line 28- 
Col.5, line 30) ; and a signal selector comprising a first input pin in a connector coupled 
to a mated connector of the docking station for receiving a control signal from the 
docking station, (Figures 1-6; Column 3, line 29- Col.7, line 17), and a second input pin 
for receiving a control signal from the portable device, wherein the signal of the first 
input pin is selected for output when the signal selector receives the installation 
correctness signal from the detection device (Figures 1-6; Col. 3, line 29- Col.7, line 17). 
However, Matthews et al does not teach an apparatus for controlling brightness 
switching comprising a signal selector comprising a first input pin in a connector coupled 
to a mated connector of the display device for receiving a brightness control signal from 
the display device, and a second input pin for receiving a brightness control signal from 
the portable device, wherein the signal of the first input pin is selected for output when 
the signal selector receives the installation correctness signal from the detection device. 

Zavracky et al teaches an apparatus for controlling brightness switching 
comprising a signal selector comprising a first input pin in a connector coupled to a 
mated connector (Col.5, lines 29-47) of the display device for receiving a brightness 
control signal (55 in fig.1; Col.1 1 , lines 1-40) from the display device, and a second 
input pin for receiving a brightness control signal (55 in fig.1; Col.11, lines 1-40) from 
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the portable device, wherein the signal of the first input pin is selected for output when 
the signal selector receives the installation correctness signal from the detection device. 
( Figs.1, 10; Col.11, lines 1-Col.12, line 55; Col.16, line 25- Col. 17, line 20). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have incorporated the teaching Zavracky et al into 
Matthews et al for providing better quality display with high resolution. 

Regarding Claim 3, Zavracky et al teaches the apparatus wherein the 
first, second, third, and fifth transistors are N-channel logic level enhancement mode 
field effect transistor and the fourth transistor is a PNP transistor (Col.14, line 47- 
Col.15, line 23). 

Regarding Claim 4, Zavracky et al teaches the apparatus further 
comprising an operational amplifying buffer having an input pin and an output pin, the 
operational amplifying buffer being coupled to the output of the signal selector for 
increasing the driving capability of the portable device. (Col. 12, line 15-45). 

Regarding Claims 5-6, Zavracky et al teaches the apparatus further 
comprising a microprocessor and a digital to analog converter (DAC) ( 50 in Fig.1), the 
DAC having an input pin coupled to a output pin of the microprocessor and an output 
pin coupled to the output pin of the operational amplifying buffer, the microprocessor 
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being adapted to execute a program for generating a PWM brightness control signal to 
control the brightness of the portable device, and wherein the DAC is integrated into 
the microprocessor (Col.11, line 1-Col.12, line 45; Col.16, line 25- Col.17, line 67). 

5. Claim 2 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior arts 
fails to teach wherein the signal selector comprises first to fifth resistors, a first 
capacitor, and first to fifth transistors, the first input pin being connected to the first 
capacitor, the second resistor, and a gate of the first transistor respectively, the first 
capacitor being connected to a low level, the second resistor being connected to a high 
level, a source of the first transistor being at a low level and a drain thereof being 
coupled to the third resistor and a gate of the second transistor respectively, the third 
resistor being at a high level, a source of the second transistor being at a low level, the 
second input pin being coupled to a gate of the third transistor, the source of the third 
transistor being at a low level and a drain thereof being coupled to an emitter of the 
fourth transistor, the fourth resistor, and a gate of the fifth transistor respectively, the 
fourth resistor being at a high level, a base of the fourth transistor being coupled to the 
detection device for receiving the installation correctness signal therefrom and an 
emitter thereof being at a low level, a source of the fifth transistor being at a low level 
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and a drain thereof being coupled to a drain of the second transistor, the fifth resistor, 
and an output of the signal selector respectively, and the fifth resistor being at a high 
level as claimed in Claim 2. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kerr teaches active enclosure for a computing device. 
Geheb et al teaches the docking station for a patient monitoring device. . 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to VIJAY SHANKAR whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 7682. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:00 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, BIPIN SHALWALA can be reached on (571) 272-7681. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. « A A 
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Primary Examiner 
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